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SEARCH, RESCUE, SELF-RESCUE, FATALITY = 9 

 

GARBAGE PACKED OUT ON FOOT BY RANGERS = 45 gallons 

 

HUMAN WASTE FOUND/REMOVED ON FOOT BY RANGERS (#) =  63 or 189 lbs. 

 

SUMMIT PASSES SOLD = 6,817 
 

 

 



2017 CLIMBING & WEATHER SEASON 
SUMMARY: 

 

The 2017 Mount Shasta climbing season was fantastic. A banner winter lead to a long 
lasting climbing season with snow on the mountain and good climbing conditions into 
July. Search and Rescue incidents were below average. Unfortunately, we had one 
fatality this season that was not climbing related. Four climbing rangers managed the 
Mount Shasta and Castle Crags Wilderness areas. The Helen Lake camp was set up in 
early May and staffed every weekend throughout the summer season. Regular patrols 
took place on all routes as access opened up from the heavy winter snow drifts. Notable 
projects this year include the all new trailhead kiosks that were installed at all major 
trailheads around the mountain, the new Bunny Flat 3-panel informational kiosk and 
trailhead features, the ongoing Glacier re-photo project and the annual Helicopter 
Search & Rescue Training, hosted by the mountain rangers. 
Nick Meyers continues as the Lead Ranger and is backed up by longtime seasonal 
ranger Forrest Coots. Newer to the group are Andrew Kiefer and Paul Moore, both 
outstanding additions. Regular patrols, trail and trailhead maintenance and thousands of 
visitor contacts were conducted all spring, summer and fall. 

 

 
Left to right: Andrew Kiefer, Paul Moore, Nick Meyers and Forrest Coots at the Lake Helen camp 



 
 

 
Helen Lake, Memorial Day Weekend. The Ranger camp is located here and is also where most climbers 

overnight before their summit attempt via the Avalanche Gulch route. This is the busiest route on the 
mountain. Rangers work tirelessly, educating climbers on leave no trace principles, climbing conditions, 

hazards, camp etiquette, etc. Unfortunately, no matter how much education is provided, rangers still clean 
up garbage and human waste from these popular locations. 

 
 

Common warnings and incident reports issued by Rangers: 
 
Motorized use in Mount Shasta Wilderness: This involves either over snow vehicles 
(snowmobile/snow cat) and/or ATV use 

 

Dogs in Wilderness: Dogs are not allowed inside the Mount Shasta Wilderness or on 
Sierra Club Land. Verbal warnings are often given.  

 

Illegal Camping: These incidents are typically limited to people camping too close to 
springs/creeks inside the Mount Shasta Wilderness, specifically in the Clear Creek 
spring area just above tree line. Other illegal camping incidents involve camping in day 
use areas, or inside the Traditional Cultural Property (TCP) area of Panther Meadows. 
The only camping allowed in the TCP is in the designated sites of Panther Meadows 
campground. 
 
Sanitation/Litter: Rangers frequently find either climber camps or most often, transient 
camps outside of the Mount Shasta Wilderness in the Sand Flat/Bunny Flat/Panther 
Meadows area that are unsanitary with abandoned property and trash. Climber camps 
found are usually from improperly securing equipment/trash upon leaving for a summit 
attempt. Animals and wind will spread climber tents and gear far and wide. Rangers 
also find a lot of ñmicro-trashò at major base camps on Mount Shasta. Tear offs of 
wrappers, match sticks, tea bags, tent stakes, food scraps, etc. account for much of the 
trash hauled off the mountain. 
 



Abandoned camp: Abandoned camps are ongoing and most often found in the 
dispersed camping areas along the Everitt Memorial Highway, Sand Flat, Bunny Flat 
and Upper Ski Bowl. The South Fork Flats, Twin Arrows, and Bear Springs areas also 
host abandoned camp issues. 
 
SMMU District Trash: During slower times, rangers will patrol other areas around the 
SMMU district aside from the Everitt Memorial corridor and Mount Shasta Wilderness. 
Trash, waste dumps, shooting ranges, abandoned camps are found every year.  
 
Parking related issues: On occasion we get vehicles parking and obstructing the Everitt 
Memorial Highway at or near Bunny Flat. Itôs not uncommon to observe 150+ cars at the 
Bunny Flat Trailhead on a busy weekend. Our road counter on the Everitt Memorial 
Highway counted 131,088 cars for the 2017 year with an average of 2.2 people per car. 
This is a dead end road that terminates in the Old Ski Bowl. 
   
Fire/Campfire in Wilderness:  Small campfire rings are found each year and are 
dismantled. Campfires are not allowed inside the Mount Shasta Wilderness. Fire rings 
are naturalized and ashes packed out.  
 
Oversize Group:  Group size is limited to 10 inside the Mount Shasta Wilderness, as 
well as in Panther Meadows. This also includes groups of over 75 people outside 
Wilderness boundaries. 
 
Illegal Commercial Guiding: Commercial guiding on Mount Shasta without a permit is an 
ongoing occurrence, but one we are gaining ground on. Almost all suspected illegal 
commercial use lies within the spiritual/new age realm and outside of wilderness 
boundary, although we have had a few climbing groups suspected of illegal guiding.  
 
Exceeding 30 Day Stay limit: We often run into folks in Mount Shasta who want to 
spend the summer ñlivingò in the Mount Shasta/McCloud district.  Rangers must do their 
best to keep track of folks and their stay limit on the forest. 
 

 
 
Left: Typical abandoned camp in dispersed camping areas on Mount Shasta. Right: Standard trash 
situation after a busy weekend at Bunny Flat. 



 

 

 
Ranger Andrew Kiefer descends Mud Creek Canyon on the east side during a Search & Rescue, late July 2017. 

 

 

 
 

Left to right: Paul Moore, Nick Meyers and Forrest Coots pose in front of a newly installed trailhead kiosk 
at Northgate. These all steel kiosks were installed at Sand Flat, Old Ski Bowl, Clear Creek, Brewer Creek, 

Northgate and Whitney Falls trailheads. They look great and should last a LONG time. A grant 
(associated with the summit pass fees generated) and matching funds from local sponsors funded this 

project. A big thanks to The 5th Season, Berryvale, Shasta Mountain Guides, Sierra Wilderness Seminars, 
The Sierra Club Foundation and Shasta Base Camp.  



Below: A finished trailhead in the Old Ski Bowl! They look great. A big thanks to RockArt Signs & Markers 
for their fantastic products and service. 

 
 

 
 

ñTrain like you fight, fight like you train.ò  
 Above: Andrew and Paul make a lap in the Old Ski Bowl with the toboggan. In some situations, 

helicopter rescue is not possible due to wilderness considerations, weather and aircraft availability. This 
means a ground haul. When there is snow, skiing a patient down the mountain can go smoothly. Without 

snow, it becomes an arduous task and many more rescuers are necessary.  



Below Top: A female hiker with a lower leg injury required a 2.5 mile haul out with the wheeled stokes 
litter. A dozen people from Siskiyou County SAR, the USFS Climbing Rangers and a USFS engine 

company assisted with this incident.  
Below Bottom: A simulated hoist operation during the annual Search and Rescue Helicopter training. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

There are many beautiful waterfalls on Mount Shasta. Some are easier to access than others. Here, Mud 
Creek Falls plunges over a cliff edge as it carves its way down Mud Creek Canyon. 

 
 



OUTREACH & PUBLIC EDUCATION: 
   
A staple of the Mount Shasta/Castle Crags Climbing Ranger Program is free public 
education. The Mount Shasta Climbing Rangers and The Mount Shasta Avalanche 
Center (MSAC) continue to make a strong efforts to provide many forms of education 
and awareness here locally and out of the area to both children and adults. The MSAC 
continued to host four Avalanche Awareness and Companion Rescue clinics this past 
season, and a snowmobile specific avalanche awareness and companion rescue 
course.  The MSAC also provided similar type presentations/clinics to the US Forest 
Service snow survey crews, USFS snowmobile course, California Avalanche Workshop, 
and County Search and Rescue teams. The Mount Shasta Climbing Rangers continued 
with their highly popular ñSo, You Want to Climb Mount Shasta?ò presentations at 
various Sacramento, Bay Area, and Medford REI locations.  Much of the summer/fall 
education by rangers continued to be with Siskiyou County school groups. Students will 
typically embark on a 1.7 mile, ranger lead hike to Horse Camp with wilderness, flora, 
fauna, geologic and snow based topics discussed. Thanks to Rebeca Franco for 
organizing and facilitating this yearôs field going sessions. Other education/outreach 
included two ñcampfire talksò at Castle Crags State Park. 

 

 
 

Andrew Kiefer conducts a companion rescue clinic at Bunny Flat 

 
 


